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cle being thus removed, our heroine, 
once more conſented to, fulfil her en- 
gagements with the expecting Lewis. 


At this juncture, however, he received 
the e e | 


"be. 


DEAR LEWIS, 


My conſort is de- 
ceaſed! =— He has left me in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of all his property. This trea- 
ſure, which is not inconſiderable, I am 
ready to divide with you, if your. ſenti- 
ments reſpectiug me are the ſame as be- 
fore. I need not ſay, perhaps, that it 
was with reluctance, and merely to 


oblige my parents, that I conſented to a 


union which my heart diſapproved. 1 


had been ſedulouſly taught, from the 


carlieſt years, that it was my duty to 


pay a blind and implicit obedience to 
parental commands, i in the article of mar- 
rage: and thus believing, bow could 1 
| "i 
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diſobey them? = ah! what tears have 
I ched at this inhuman perverſion of juſ- 
tice! ] cannot diſſemble: my heart 
is wholly devoted to you: without you 
I cannot live! — Do not upbraid me 
with this frank confeſſion: I do not me- 
rit reproach; but rather pity. Reſt aſ- 
fured, that the impulſes of my Heart will 


never beat in any other direction. 


5 AUGUSTA. 
" $0-ut-d bi I 5 #4 |, a f 


ü . 


des, letter Jad been ſent toLangres, 
about the period of Lewis's departure 
from that place; 3 and was therefore for- 
warded after him to Paris. The fair 
writer was, by birth, a Margravine. 


Lewis, Tong before his acquaintance with 


our heroine, had courted Auguſta; ' and 
if an emaciated Duke had not been pre- 


ferred by her parents, on the ſcore of 
his title, it is more than probable, that 


Lewis would have ſucceeded in the firſt 
in- 
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inſtance ; for his fortune was conſidered 
as perfectly adequate. Notwithſtand- 
ing the violence of love which this no- 
ble Duke profeſſed for Auguſta, her aver- 
ſion to him is clearly diſcoverable in the 
preceding epiftle. Nor was this anti- 
pathy conceived on light grounds: 1 
her husband was not only much ol der 
than herſelf, but uncommoniy ill- favour- 
ed, Lewis, on the other. hand, was 
about her own age; and, in perſon, 
manly, handſome, and agreeable. —— _ 
Auguſta had, as it were, ever ſince her 
marriage, been impriſoned at Veſoul; 5 
a ſpot, indeed, which was extremely 
pleaſant, being encompaſſed by vineyards; 

while the buildings, though few, were 
exceſſively magnificent. But the en- 
chantments of this ſpot did not ſimply 


move the Duke to provide this conſtant 


ſecluſion for his lovely, bride. _ Jea- 
louſy ſuggeſted it as a preſervative a- 
.gainft cuckoldom; although, ſuch an 
idea had never. entered the head of. his 

Cc 2 cCharm- 


| 
' 
; 
| 
| 
| 


316 THE MAGNANIMOUS AMAZON. 
charming conſort. Her apparent joy, 
nevertheleſs, at the deceaſe of this ſu- 


perannuated bridegroom, is f _ to 
be cenſured, | 85 


Lewis requeſted our heroine to read 
Auguſta s letter. It ſeems,” ſaid she, 
returning it to him, that this lady is 
6 very Muck your admirer? - O! of 
< that I am perfectly convinced ! anſwer- 
ed he. And do you not love her 
& with equal warmth ® demanded The- 
reſia. 3 r will Own,“ ; aid Lewis, 


that my former paſſton for Auguſta i is 
© not wholly extinguished: but it is be- 
come ſo indifferent, thro.igh abſence 
and time, that my Thereſia has nothing 


© to fear on that accoimt. Will you 
5 not, then, compaſſionate her ſufferings ? 


'© Muſt she pine, unnbticed, and deſti- 
© tute of balmy pity ?“ ſaid Thereſia. 
How can I afford conſolation in ſuch 


© a caſe? anſwered he. If I return 
6 * Auguſta' 8 love, now taithleſs para I 
prove 
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S preve to you? — How: miſerable 
should I render myſelf? Am I, 
then, dearer to you than. Augulta ?” 
asked - our © heroine. © - Can you, my 
angel! for a moment, entertain ſuch 
* cruel doubts ?? anſwered Lewis. Fe 
bar, anſwered she, + that the ſmo- 
thered embers; which lie. concealed in 
your heart, would riſe into a flame, on 
© ſeeing her again: and as this might 
*-happen), after we are indiſſolubly tied, 
] deem it prudent that the .interyiew 
do firſt. take place, that you-may not 
latter and deceive yourſelf.” - . < Alas? 
faid Lewis, to what . deſperate ſtep 
would you urge me? How. danger- 
-ons the eſſay? And how would you - 
© reproach yourſelf.for plunging me into 
ſuch an inextricable dilemma 2. 
« Should have greater cauſe for ſelf con- 
« demnation,” replied Thereſia,. if I 
became your bride,.. while theſe un- 
© certainties . exiſted; to ſee .you, as. a 
, n. ſtill. doating on. another.” 
CG 0-1 I find 
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8 * Ind it, therefore, indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſfary, to inſiſt on a thorough exami- 
| nation and trial of your Hearts before 
1 be too late to recede.ꝰ Well, 
then, my Thereſa,” ſaid he, Iwill obey 
ö 0 your commands: but, whatever may 
% be the event, you alone are reſpon- 
le ſſbleꝰ The worſt that can happen,” 
"Tart She, in tlie firſt inſtance, cannot 
: « prbve half ſo dreadful, as what might 
occur in the ſecond. I will abſolve 
yt from every obligation that you 
© bwe to me, provided that, after having 
<. ſeen and converſed with Auguſta, you 
© will candidly declare the genuine ſen- 
timents of your heart, should it incline 
towards that lady. To avoid the 
chance of prejudice, then, my charmer,” 
anſwered he, I mult not loſe the be- 
0 * nefit of your preſence. You chall 
«. accompany me to Veſoul: and my 
6. ſifter Claudina shall be of the party, 
mn order to remove every idea of in- 
& Wen that might be otherwiſe ſug- 
geſted.“ 


THE MAGNANIMOUS AMAZON, 319: 


geſted. © I conſent!” cried our he- 
roine. HOO nei 


Having informed Claudina of this 
circumſtance, and obtained her approba- 
tion, they all ſet forward for Veſoul, 
leaving Reinout in care df the houſe. 
Auguſta, who had received no previous 
intimation of this whimſical adventure, 
was not a little ſurpriſed to ſee her lover 
thus femalely attended; Lewis apolo- 
giſed for the liberty which he had taken, 


telling her, in concluſion, that the one 
lady was his ſiſter ;. the other her boſom. 


friend. © You are all welcome!” cried 
Auguſta, as the clouds of doubt diſſipa- 
ted. Have you received my letter? 


ſaid She. Ves, Madam! anſwered 
Lewis: and I am come myſelf with 


© the anſwer.” It is, ſaid she, the 
« moſt agreeable mode. you could have 
«. deviſed. But, another time, we will 
« fpeak more fully on the ſubject.” 
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While Auguſta uttered theſe wards, 
Lewis, who involuntarily rivetted his 
eyes on her, was pierced again by the 
-concealed and irreſiſtible darts of Love. 
He then turned to Thereſia; but found 

Her not leſs fair: and equally deferving, 
and entitled to, his affe&tion. | His heart 
was therefore involved in a powerful 
conteſt: he knew not which to chuſe... 


At um ie yet unilecermined, 
he imparted the whole affair to Auguſta, 
requeſting a longer time for deliberation. 
' This lady, who had certainly:juſt cauſe 
of offence, appeared ſomewhat diſſatis- 
fied at the intimation: but refle&ting on 
the magnanimity.of her rival, whoſe 
ſuperior claims could not be. diſputed, 
she aſſumed an air of pleaſantry on the 
- occaſion, and — the * of his | 
ine 8 


Lewis, however, at the expiration 
of this appointed period, continued as. 
fickle 


Wn * 
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fickle and irreſolute as ever. His mis- 
treſſes became ill humoured at the doubts 
which he expreſſed, each one conceiv- 
ing herſelf entitled to a ſpeedier deciſion. 
In fact, an old but vulgar proverb was 
on the point of being verified: for both 
the ladies had it in ſerious . 
to > diſcard — 


Lewis, wha did not perceive the ex- 
tent of their diſpleaſure, begged a fur- 
ther prolongation 3 and which he, with 
great difficulty obtained. He now ex- 
tended his view of this. difficult caſe. 
Before, he had merely conſidered the ex- 
ternal attractions of theſe rival beauties: 
now he ſilently enquired, Which is the 
moſt virtuous? © It is impoſſible to de- 
termine, thought he. They are 
© both perfect models of chaſtity; both 
© unqueſtionably : honourable. So, at 
6 leaſt, it appears to me: and further 
than by appearances I cannot judge, 
& ſince it is impoſſible to dive into their 
a balling 


